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Lutkenhaus Siblings 
 

Seated:  Sister Julia, Sister Myron and Sister Marie 
Standing:  Greg, Rudy, Leona and Agnes 
 
Anna and John Lutkenhaus Family 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sophia Lutkenhaus – Sister Myron OSF 
 
Sophia Lutkenhaus was born May 27, 1908 and died March 8, 1993 
September 3, 1929 Entered O.S.F. Dubuque, Iowa 
Final Profession of Vows August 10, 1935 
 
Sophia Lutkenhaus was born May 27, 1908, at Festina, Iowa.  She was the second oldest of eight children born to John and 
Anna (Elsbernd) Lutkenhaus, both pioneers of the Festina community.  Sophia was baptized May 28, 1908, at Our Lady of 
Seven Dolors Church, Festina and was confirmed October 30, 1923 by Archbishop James J. Keane. 
 
Sophia attended St. Mary’s School, Festina, and writes of those years, “We had LaCrosse Franciscans, and I dearly loved 
Sister Electa Schumacher who was my teacher from 2nd through 8th grades.” 
 
The Lutkenhaus family lived in town where the father of this large family owned a general repair and blacksmith shop. 
Because she was not needed at home, Sophia went to work for farm families as a hired girl from the age of 13 - 21.  One of 
the families who remembers her with affection was the Einck family, the family of Father Greg Einck and Sister Marian  
Einck , OSF. 
 
When her sister, Marie secretly decided to enter the convent, Sophie, according to a letter, exclaimed, “Why didn’t she tell 
me? I want to go, too!”  Convincing her was serious was not easy, but she finally won them over.   
 
Greatly impressed by the beautiful reception ceremonies which they attended that spring at Mount St. Francis, the two girls 
decided to enter the convent on September 3, 1929. Both were received April 22, 1930.  First profession was made August 
11, 1932, and final profession was August 10, 1935. 
 
After having taken the name Sister Myron, Sophia was sent as a senior novice to Sugar Creek, where she taught 4th, 5th 
and 6th grade.  In August 1934 Sister was sent to St. Mary’s Home to “take charge of the girls.” After teaching a year at 
Earlville, Sister Myron went to Loras College to work for ten years in the domestic department.  Later assignments in 
homemaking were Alton, Waterloo, LeMars, Larchwood, Remsen, Holy Family Hall, Corpus Christi, Mary of the Angels, and 
Mount St. Francis.  Sister Myron retired in 1977 to Mount Saint Francis and in 1993 went to Holy Family Hall. 
 
Of a steady and even disposition, Sister Myron was described as a “very comfortable” person to know.  Referred to by her 
sisters as a “real” and “unaffected,” as a “good example of a Franciscan,” Sister is remembered as easily accepting all 
persons and being, in turn, accepted by all.  Because her sisters felt welcome in her kitchen, that place soon became “the 
heart of the house” wherever she was the homemaker. 
 
A famous story teller in her own right, Sister Myron also enjoyed a game of cards, a picnic, or a good television program.  
But she also spent many hours of her leisure time making quilts for the poor. 
 
Sister Myron illustrated by her life the words of the song, “Bloom where you are planted.”  Unprepared as a young novice, 
she was sent to teach.  In this and in all her later assignments, she brought her gentle presence to lighten the lives of those 
she touched, always blooing were she was planted. 
 
Sister Myron’s death was sudden and unexpected, but “the readiness is all,” and she was certainly ready for the call.  At 
5:30 p.m. March 8, 1993, she did not respond to the paging of her name, but answered instead the call of her Maker. 
 

 
 

Anna and John Lutkenhaus Family 



 

 

 

 
Marie Lutkenhaus – Sister Antoinette OSF 
 
Marie Lutkenhaus was born July 25, 1910 and died June 7, 1989 
September 3, 1929 Entered O.S.F. Dubuque, Iowa 
Final Profession of Vows August 10, 1935 
 
Marie was born in July 25, 1910 in Festina, Iowa.  She was the third oldest of eight children and continued to live and work 
in Festina until she entered Mount Saint Francis in Dubuque at the age of 19.   
 
During her growing-up days at Festina, Marie developed many skills as she worked for farm families near her home: taking 
care of children, doing housework, helping in the fields and with the chores.  In winter she was very often in her home for 
about three months and would spend much of that time sewing. 
 
In 1929 Marie entered Mount St Francis.  She was received in 1930, made her first Profession in 1932, and Perpetual 
Profession in 1935. 
 
On “mission,” Sister Marie’s assignments in domestic work gave her apart in helping to build up the spirit of St. Francis in 
the places where the Sisters were working.  At various times she served institutions which the Sisters conducted: Mary of 
the Angels, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Francis Home, and the Immaculate Conception Academy.  At other times, her 
“obedience” took her to the homes os Sisters who taught in parish schools: Stacyville, Melrose Park, Pomeroy, Bancroft, 
Ionia, Temple Hill Dyersville, and Pocahontas. 
 
Sister Marie also took a great interest in the peace movement. 
 
In 1986 Sister Marie began her last mission.  She took up a ministry for the elderly at St. Thomas Parish, Rosebud Indian 
Reservation, in South Dakota, home of the Lakota Tribe.  Sister Marie took and active interest in the life of the Lakota 
people, participating in many of their activities.  She visited the lonely elderly, helped make patchwork quilts, and shared 
with the elderly when they gathered for community meals prepared for them.  Sister Marie found enjoyment in the Tribal 
Event, the Elderly Olympics. To everyone’s delight, she won several Olympic medals during various tests. 
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Julia Lutkenhaus – Sister Julia OSF 
 
Julia Lutkenhaus was born June 15, 1915  
August 25, 1936 Entered O.S.F. Dubuque, Iowa 
Final Profession of Vows August 10, 1942 

 
Sister Julia was a homemaker in the following missions: 
Mary of the Angels (a home for working women), Dubuque 1939-44 
Sacred Hospital in LeMars, 1944-49 
Xavier Hospital in Dubuque, 1949-50 
St. Mary’s Home (orphanage), Dubuque, 1950-57 
St. Anthony’s Home (orphanage), Sioux City 1957-62 
St. Mary Convent, New Hampton, IA 1962-63 
St. Francis de Sales, Ossian 1963-66 
St. John, Bancroft 1966-68 
Colette Hall, Dubuque 1968-69 
Mt. Saint Francis, 1969-70 
Corpus Christi, Chicago 1970-88 
Mt. Saint Francis, 1988-95 
Holy Family Hall, 1995- 
 
If asked, I’m sure Sister Julia would have said her favorite mission was Corpus Christi, where besides homemaking duties, 
she ran a clothing “store” in the basement of the convent.  Here she sewed and quilted for the poor and distributed clothing 
to them.  She also worked with Senior Citizens. 
 
When she came to Mt. Saint Francis, she continued to sew for the poor and did needlework in the Craft Shop for sale. 
 
A few years ago, Sister broke her hip.  Within the last six months she had some kind of an episode which affected her 
speaking skills but she understands when spoken to.  Her condition is stable.  She attends Mass regularly and is pleasant. 
 
One of her childhood memories is that between the ages of 10 and 15, she was an “outdoors” girl.  She worked for her 
uncles and cousins on the farm, Plowing corn and driving horses for the hay wagon. 
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